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Role of the Library Trustee 


By Roy F. 


It is most interesting to note the 
events that tend to shape our des- 
tiny or rather put us in position to 
take upon ourselves obligations for 
which we may not necessarily be 
fitted. It was only a few weeks ago 
that I spent a rather pleasant af- 
ternoon at Sun Valley. It was my 
privilege to become acquainted and 
associated with a very fine group 
of people. Out of this association 
came my election to the presidency 
of the Idaho State Library Associ- 
ation, Trustees Section. 


If the Trustees Section of the 
Idaho State Library Association is 
to contribute anything of value to 
the association; and thus be of par- 
ticular use to those of us who act 
in the capacity of library trustee or 
a friend of the library, then we can 
only progress and become more use- 
ful to our libraries by an exchange 
of ideas. 


The most important decision any 
library trustee must make is to de- 
cide just how far the authority of 
the trustee may go in the opera- 
tion of the library he may be serv- 
ing. It must be remembered that 
the Board of Trustees of any library 
is in the position similar to the 
Board of Directors of a corporation. 
This board is responsible for the 
operation of the library in such 
manner that the community is ade- 


Mr. Roy Miller operates an insur- 
ance agency in Pocatello and is Chair- 
man of the Board of Trustees of the 
Pocatello Public Library. He recently 
was elected Chairman of the new 
Trustees Section of the Idaho State 
Library Association. 


quately served at the most economic 
cost to the patrons or taxpayers 
This can only be accomplished by 
the adoption by the Board of Trus- 
tees of a program which is under- 
stood by the librarian and his staff. 
This program then is carried out 
by the librarian. After all, the 
trustees can not become executive 
officers in the operation of the li- 
brary. The trustees’ duty and func- 
tion is that of establishing policy 
and effectively carrying out such 
policy. Under the statutes of the 
state of Idaho by which library op- 
eration is governed there are certain 
statutory duties of trustees. I am 
sure all are familiar with these. 


One of the biggest jobs the trus- 
tee has is the matter of Commun- 
ity Relations. In the matter of bud- 
get preparation and presentation 
alone the trustee can aid materially. 
It is the responsibility of the trustee 
to see that the budget is properly 
presented to the City or County au- 
thorities. It is also the function of 
the trustee to see that relations are 
maintained with state officials — 
both elected and appointed. 


The trustee must remember that 
he is serving as a representative of 
the taxpayer in the operation of the 
library. It is the responsibility of 
the trustee to see to it that admin- 
istration of the library is sound and 
proper. If the trustee will fulfill 
this one duty of administration and 
do it well, he will have contributed 
greatly to his community generally, 
and his library in particular. 

IL 
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Tribute to Pioneer Librarian 


By Mrs. Epirn G. Rosinson 


Over fifty years ago before many 
of the present Idaho librarians were 
born, a young woman inexperienced 
in library management or office 
procedure agreed to direct the 
course of the infant Idaho State 
Traveling Library. 


Reared in an atmosphere of 
wealth and culture, convent edu- 
cated, versed in social graces, she 
could but doubt that Miss May 
Scott, the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction was serious when 
she suggested that a person so un- 
tutored in library science assume 
the responsibility of developing li- 
brary services in Idaho. 


Being an intelligent young lady 
with an extensive knowledge and 
love of literature and good books; 
with faith in herself, and the spirit 
of adventure and courage charac- 
teristic of her ancestry (her grand- 
father was a partner of John Jacob 
Astor, fur trader), she accepted the 
challenge, thereafter serving for 
over thirty years as the Librarian 
of the Idaho State Traveling Li- 
brary, although this service was not 
continuous. 


The Columbian Club of Boise pro- 


Mrs. Edith G. Robinson has been 
associated with the Idaho State Li- 
brary for twenty years. From 1952 
to 1957 she served as the Acting 
Director of the State Library. For a 
number of years she worked with 
Miss Roberts and came to know and 
greatly admire her. She is uniquely 
qualified to present this tribute to 
Miss Roberts. 


MARGARET S. ROBERTS 
Pioneer Idaho Librarian 


vided the impetus for putting the 
Traveling Library into operation by 
donating fourteen wooden cases of 
books and $30.68 in cash. The Legis- 
lature was prevailed upon to ap- 
prove an appropriation of $6,000, 
thus the Free Traveling Library was 
launched. 


The first organized library com- 
mission held its initial meeting in 
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Moscow in April 1901, but it was not 
until March 11, 1903 that by an Act 
of the Legislature the State Library 
Commission was created. It was 


then that Margaret S. Roberts took 


over the administration of the li- 
brary following Mrs. E. J. Dockery, 


the librarian and secretary of the 
first commission. 


After a careful evaluation of the 
reading needs of Idaho people and 
the resources at hand, it was over- 
whelmingly apparent that great 
were the needs and small the re- 
sources. Impressed by the import- 
ance of free library service, figur- 
atively speaking, Miss Roberts rolled 
up her sleeves and started in. With 
the help of earnest advocates over 
the State the library movement 
gathered momentum. Club women 
were especially active and eager to 
help. Traveling on one of the an- 
nual passes which the Union Pacific 
Railroad issued to state officials, 
Miss Roberts was able to meet these 
women and talk to them individ- 
ually and collectively, encouraging 
and urging support not for the 
Traveling Library only, but for a 
means in their immediate locality 
of getting books into the hands of 
the people. 


She followed the Traveling Li- 
brary cases into villages and hai- 
lets, checked the distribution sta- 
tions, and now and then spent 
many weary hours tracking down 
missing cases, finding them too, in 
the most amazing places and used 
for even more amazing purposes. 
After a diligent search for one miss- 
ing a long time, it was located 
serving as a combination washstand 
and cupboard in a family kitchen. 
It had been a great boon to the 
folks, the case that is—the books, 


those that could be found were 
gathered up, however, they were 
really a very secondary matter; it 
was the wooden case that was rais- 
ing the standard of living in that 
household. Miss Roberts had a won- 
derful sense of humor but this time 
it was sorely tried. In all fairness 
to the family harboring the errant 
case, it should be said they had not 
asked for the case or the books, 
especially the books, but all had 
been left with them by a departing 
librarian, 


Eustling little towns of today 
were the whistlestops of fifty years 
ago where often living accommoda- 
tions for travelers were a bit primi- 
tive to say the least. Horse and 
buggy days, indeed, roads dusty and 
full of chuck holes when dry, and 
mud up to the hubs of the buggy 
wheels when wet. Train travel 
meant changes, lay-overs and de- 
lays in reaching towns fortunate 
enough to be on a railroad line; 
however, Miss Roberts now fired 
with intense enthusiasm for her 
work and more than ever aware of 
the Library’s educational value to 
the State, gave little heed to phys- 
ical discomfort. Of course, she was 
paid a terrific salary of $55 a month 
with no travel expense fund to draw 
on. 


Always a positive person, honest 
and forthright, she made a num- 
ber of fast friends among the club 
women of the State — magnificent 
women who through their determin- 
ation and effort were responsible 
for the organization of practically 
all of the public libraries in Idaho. 
Traveling Library books played a 
considerable part in the success of 
many of these newly created li- 
braries. Although hampered by lack 
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of books to supply the increasing 
requests, Miss Roberts managed to 
send one or two cases, if need be, 
to small libraries clinging tena- 
ciously to life. 


Each biennium brought concern 
for the Library appropriation, but 
gradually the bookstock enlarged 
and the scope of service grew and 
what a satisfying reward that was, 
but there were heartaches, too. 
Among the furnishings in the li- 
brary was a monstrous leather up- 
holstered chair and sometimes when 
the going had been rugged, frus- 
trated and tired to the point of 
exhaustion, Margaret sank into the 
homely depths of that old chair 
and had a brief cry—but these were 
rare occasions. 


She couldn’t fight for herself but 
there was nothing within the per- 
imeter of the State she wouldn’t 
tackle if the Library was threaten- 
ed. It virtually was “her child” and 
nothing was going to destroy it. 
Eventual annihilation loomed om- 
inously ahead one winter morning 
when a friendly legislator hurried 
into the Library with the stunning 
news that the Library appropria- 
tion had been dropped by the Ap- 
propriations Committee. After the 
shock wore off, Miss Roberts plan- 
ned her attack, marshalled her 
forces and strode forth to battle. 
It seemed a hopeless affair, the die 
was cast, the appropriation had been 
dropped and that was that—finis. 
However, when the smoke of battle 
drifted away, the Library appropri- 
ation had been reinstated. Friends 
from both political parties had ral- 
lied to the attack, but Miss Roberts 
was largely responsible for the stay 
of execution; without her eloquence, 
sincerity, and refusal to give up, the 
Traveling Library would have ceased 


to exist, at least for the time being. 
There were other trying times but 
this one topped them all. 


Many cases of new books were 
purchased and put into circulation. 
Smaller cases containing art books, 
others were packed with music 
books, while others contained ju- 
venile collections, were now avail- 
able. A single loan service was es- 
tablished in response to a mounting 
demand for a book or two on a 
specific subject, and new patrons 
joined the ranks of borrowers. 


Miss Roberts knew books—from 
childhood she had access to the best 
in literature in the exceptionally 
fine library of her father, General 
George H. Roberts, Idaho’s first At- 
torney General. She felt that to 
handle a beautiful book was a priv- 
ilege every booklover should have 
and included in the Library col- 
lection some fine editions which 
were thoroughly appreciated and 
enjoyed by patrons knowing their 
value. Of course, this was not ac- 
cording to what the well-trained 
librarian should buy it seemed, 
which was understandable, but Miss 
Roberts bought what she thought 
the people of Idaho wanted and 
needed to engender a love of books. 


She was especially anxious to have 
good books attractively bound avail- 
able for children. 


Margaret S. Roberts—fiercely loy- 
al to a cause or friend she believed 
in; tall, dignified and forceful, gen- 
erous to a fault, and with a host 
of friends who loved her; and 
whether you liked her or you didn’t, 
to her goes the greater part of the 
credit for building and maintaining 
the resources that now form the 
present Idaho State Library. 

IL 
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Rewards For Service 
By L. H. Merriam 


I have been asked to explain my 
interest and activity in library work 
as a layman after having reached 
retirement age in postal work. 
Frankly, it was not due to my in- 
itiative. I was “pushed into it.” 


We had in our community a small 
library, which like most small town 
libraries, was started and sponsored 
by a women’s organization, the 
Grace Literary Club. This group 
comprised an active, aggressive 
membership, determined that Grace 
chould have a library. This club was 
organized 17 years ago for the pur- 
pose of establishing a library in 
Grace. Throughout these years, the 
members never lost sight of their 
objective. For several years they 
continued their efforts, each year 
gaining a little ground. As the re- 
sults expanded, their by-laws were 
changed to provide for a library 
trustee outside of their club organ- 
ization. The officers selected me to 
fill this position, because I was re- 
tired and had plenty of time to de- 
vote to the work. I accepted the ap- 
pointment with some misgivings. 
For some time we limped along, 
more or less on a donation basis. 


Mr. L. H. Merriam is a retired 
postmaster. He was the leader of the 
movement to form a Grace Free Li- 
brary District, the first District 
Library formed under the Idaho Dis- 
trict Enabling Act. His deep interest 
in library development in Idaho is 
widely known, so that recently some- 
one said that all you need to get a 
Library District started is to find a 
retired postmaster! 


Appropriations from sympathetic 
bodies like the Village Board and 
the High School Board, free rent 
from the local branch of the Fed- 
eral Land Bank, hot dog sales at 
the county fair, donations from the 
Grace Literary Club all served to 
provide the limited funds necessary 
to operate. Through all these sourc- 
es we had a budget of something 
over $1,000 a year. 


Then lightning struck. The 1955 
session of the Idaho Legislature 
passed the Library District Enabling 
Act. This progressive measure was 
the beginning of our real expansion. 
Up to that time operation was a 
difficult problem. Many things that 
we wanted to do were prevented by 
the lack of funds. This law opened 
the road to the goal for which the 
Grace Literary Club had been striv- 
ing these many years. The law was 
explained to the library trustees, 
and they voted to take advaniage of 
its provisions. Petitions to the coun- 
ty commissioners asking for an elec- 
tion for the creation of a library 
district were prepared and submit- 
ted. The election was called and 
despite strong opposition was suc- 
cessful. This was due to the active 
work of the Grace Literary Club on 
election day. The Club called the 
mother of every child patron of the 
library on the telephone election- 
day morning and urged them to 
vote. 


So another major step in local li- 
brary progress was reached. We had 
become the first community in 
Idaho to organize and function un- 
der the new law. With a one mill 


levy, four thousand dollars per an- 
num was available for operation, 
four times as much as we had un- 
der private operation. The new 
Board of Trustees continued to ex- 
ercise caution in the expenditures 
and out of this tax revenue set 
aside a good portion for future 
building purposes, hoping to have a 
home of their own before many 
years. For two and one-half years, 
.we remained in the little office 
building donated to us by the Fed- 
eral Land Bank. 


Then lightning struck again. A 
telephone call from Mr. Hart, State 
Librarian, upset our placid exist- 
ence, He advised us that by virtue 
of the funds provided by the Li- 
brary Services Act federal match- 
ing funds were available, and that 
the State Library Board had voted 
to match our local levy dollar for 
dollar in 1958, minus the amount 
we had set aside for building pur- 
poses. This was nothing short of a 
financial deluge. Over $3,000 addi- 
tionally were in our hands to further 
develop our library. To properly 
spend this money in 1958 required 
that we secure a new location. This 
was a problem. 


After considerable negotiation, we 
were able to purchase a five-room 
dwelling, conveniently located, for 
five thousand dollars. This dwelling 
should be adequate for our needs 
for several years. The Federal law 
prohibits the use of any of the fed- 
eral funds for land or buildings. So 
it was up to us to finance the pur- 
chase of the new home. Fortunately, 
we had in the brief period of our 
organization set aside funds each 
years for building purposes. These 
funds had accumulated so that we 
paid cash for the new home. 


So we moved into our new home 
April 1, 1958 absolutely out of debt. 
Now with our new home being 
gradually equipped, we are very 
happy. We are expanding, making 
additional facilities available that 
are far beyond the average small 
town and making our town a bet- 
ter place in which to live. 


It is with pride that I feel that 
I have been able to contribute my 
small part to this worthwhile devel- 
opment. Ordinarily when one has 
reached the Biblical three score 
and ten his worthwhile activity in 
his community is past. One is us- 
ually placed in a rocking chair in 
the corner with no voice in current 
affairs. Fortunately, I have been 
spared this. Thanks to the fine 
women, who called upon me to as- 
sist them and with whom I have 
been associated, it has been my 
privilege to participate actively in 
this work. It gives me the feeling 
that these years of retirement have 
been productive of good to the com- 
munity. 


My efforts the past few years to- 
ward library development is one of 
the highlights of my 76 years. 
A sense of having done something 
worth while in my declining years. 
Another outstanding dividend of 
this work is the acquaintance with 
library-minded people, that I have 
made around the state. Those many 
fine people trained in library work 
who are striving devotedly to sow 
the seeds of library spirit. It has 
been a thrill to have been associ- 
ated with them. Also a word for 
those real pioneers in library work. 
We find them in the small towns all 
over the state, struggling away 
against so many obstacles in their 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Progress and Plans 


By Eucene D. Hart 


It is a real pleasure for me to ad- 
dress you as your first State Li- 


brarian. I believe I am the first 
person to hold that title. I should, 
however, recognize my distinguished 


predecessors who have served in the 
capacity of directors of the State 
Traveling Library since its founding 
in 1902. I should like especially to 
pay a tribute to Miss Margaret S. 
Roberts who served for more than 
30 years as the director of the 
Traveling Library. It is because of 
her dynamic librarianship and her 
untiring efforts that the State Li- 
brary can boast of its present her- 
itage. Another of my predecessors 
who made notable contributions was 
Walter Lockwood, who served as 
director of the Traveling Library 
during the days of the depression; 
and last, but not least a special word 
of tribute to Mrs. Edith G. Robinson, 
who served as acting director from 
1952 to 1957. She and her small staff 
carried on the work of the Traveling 
Library despite woefully small ap- 
propriations and many discourage- 
ments. It is upon the _ excellent 
foundation laid by these faithful 
public servants that we are able to 
build today. 


It was my good fortune to arrive 
to assume the duties of State Li- 
brarian after the Legislature had 
increased the State Library’s ap- 
propriation from $14,750 annually 
to $37,500; and at the same time 


Address given by Mr. Eugene D. 
Hart, Idaho State Librarian, before 
the Idaho State Library Association 
convention at Sun Valley, May 9-10, 
1958. 


Idaho qualified for federal aid un- 
der the Library Services Act of 1956. 
It was my equal good fortune to 
assume the duties of State Librarian 
under an outstanding State Li- 
brary Board. The Board, at all 
times, has given me complete sup- 
port in every endeavor initiated. 


Since my talk is to deal with prog- 
ress and plans, I would like now to 
tell you what has been accom- 
plished since September, 1957, and 
then to tell you later of some of 
the plans which have been formu- 
lated to carry forward the State 
Library program. Perhaps in re- 
porting progress I should warn you 
that this has not been an unbroken 
string of successes. There have been 
disappointments and _ set - backs, 
but in the overall I am confident 
you will agree with me that some 
library progress has been made. 
Remember that Babe Ruth holds 
the home-run record in the major 
leagues, but he also holds the strike- 
out record as well. One of the ear- 
liest things accomplished was the 
change of name of the library from 
State Traveling Library to the Ida- 
ho State Library. This had the con- 
currence of the State Library Board 
and of the office of the Attorney 
General. We felt it was necessary 
to make this change, since the over- 
all mission of the library had been 
materially augmented. We still re- 
tain the Traveling Library function 
but have assumed many additional 
responsibilities as I will indicate. 


In initiating a new program you 
have to have a starting point. One 
of the earliest was to delineate the 
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mission of the library. By action of 


the State Library Board the follow- 
ing mission has been adopted: 


Objectives: 
The objectives of the Idaho State 


~ 


(2 
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Library are: 


The State Library exists to 
provide continuous library lead- 
ership and is charged with the 
responsibility of developing li- 
brary service within the State. 


It gives assistance in organizing 
libraries, particularly municipal, 
district, county and  wmulti- 
county (regional) libraries, and 
aids those already established. 


It serves as a clearing house for 
all library problems that arise 
and strives to develop good li- 
brary service through legisla- 
tive planning, information, di- 
rect book loans, cooperation 
among libraries and constituted 
authorities, desirable standards, 
and qualified personnel. 


Functions: 
The functions and operation of 


qd) 


the Idaho State Library are: 


Direct book service to public, li- 
braries and. to individuals. By 
means of this service books, 
pamphlets, clippings and visual 
materials are loaned to individ- 
uals in the State, to small com- 
munities and to public libraries, 
and to rural schools. These are 
sent upon request: 


—To individuals living in small 


communities or on farms who 
have no local public libraries 
or free access to printed matter. 


—To small communities and rural 


schools in the form of traveling 
libraries comprising group col- 
lections of 25 or more books 
which are loaned to local com- 
munities for short periods of 
time. 


—To school and public libraries in 


the form of supplementary book 
collections loaned for short per- 
iods of time. 


—To school, public, and some col- 


lege libraries in the form of an 
over-lending book service of 
specific titles not in their book 
collections. 


—To state institutions if they 
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do not maintain libraries for 
their wards. 


Desirable legislation. It serves 
as clearing house for desirable 
legislation to improve library 
conditions within the State and 
for the operation and main- 
tenance of libraries by units of 
varying size such as townships, 
Library Districts, Counties and 
regions; contractual agreements 
for extending library service; 
tax support; library standards, 
and others. 


Technical guidance, information 
and advisory services. It renders 
technical and advisory services 
to library boards, school. boards, 
county boards of commissioners, 
city councils, public librarians, 
lay groups and individuals by 
means of correspondence, publi- 
cations, field visits, surveys and 
inspections on technical and ad- 
ministrative problems bearing 
on local and regional library de- 
velopment, support, and service. 


Library Standards. It encourag- 
es necessary library standards 
for school and public libraries, 
in relation to financial support, 
personnel, technical processes, 
administrative procedures, aca- 
demic and professional training, 
certification, and many others. 


Publications. It prepares and is- 
sues a library pericdical, book- 
lets, reports, newsletters, and 
information designed to inform 
and instruct lay personnel, 
school and _ public librarians 
within the State. 
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(6) Statistical Compilations. It as- 
sembles and compiles for li- 
brarians and governing officials 
useful statistical data on Idaho 
libraries which will accurately 
reflect the current library sit- 
uation within the State. 


Administration of Federal Aid. 
The State Library is required 
by law to administer federal aid 
funds allocated to Idaho under 
the Library Services Act. 


Institutes and Workshops. It 
sponsors and organizes insti- 
tutes and workshops at least 
once annually for focusing at- 
tention and instruction on the 
current problems in library de- 
velopment within the State. 


~ 
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(9) Library Cooperation and Coord- 


ination. It strives to bring about 
desirable cooperative undertak- 
ings between libraries in order 
to effect savings in personnel, 
funds, and increase effectiveness 
through inter-library lending, 
exchange of duplicate material, 
cooperative cataloging and book 
purchasing, and_ contractual 
agreements between larger li- 
brary units and _ surrounding 
areas, and federation of inde- 
pendent library units. 


From the above objectives and 
functions, you can see the broader 
scope of the mission of the State 
Library as now envisioned. 


One of my earliest concerns was 
to augment the staff of the State 
Library. The State Library Board 
approved a staff of nine, five of 
whom were to be professional li- 
brarians. In mid-September two of 
the professional librarians were on 
board: the very excellent cataloger, 
Rose Coventry, and myself as State 
Librarian. We began to try to fill 
the other professional positions and 
would have preferred to have filled 
them with librarians presently in 
the state. 


It is my feeling that this would 
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not only provide them with a pro- 
motion in both responsibility and 
salary, but would bring to the State 
Library people long familiar with 
librarianship in the State of Idaho. 
We were not able, however, to fill 
these positions with qualified 
people from within the State. One 
of the first positions to be filled was 
that of Extension Librarian. It has 
been very capably filled by Mrs. 
Alberta Titus, formerly Deputy Di- 
rector of the Wyoming State Li- 
brary. A great share of the progress 
I am reporting to you today is due 
to the outstanding work of Mrs. 
Titus. We could not have been more 
fortunate in securing a better quali- 
fied or more thoroughly dedicated 
librarian. The two remaining pro- 
fessional positions have only re- 
cently been filled. Mrs. Margaret 
Camm has just reported to fill the 
Public Service Librarian’s position. 
Mrs. Camm is also an outstanding 
librarian having had several years’ 
experience in Montana county li- 
braries, at the Arkansas State Li- 
brary Commission, and at the 
Mountain Home Airbase Library. 
The position of Assistant State Li- 
brarian will be filled in September 
by Miss Marjorie Pomeroy, now 
Malheur County Librarian in Ore- 
gon. Miss Pomeroy brings to this 
position over seven years’ exper- 
ience as the County Librarian of 
the largest county in Oregon. 


Some time before my arrival, fed- 
eral aid monies had been received 
on a matching basis. During fiscal 
year 1958, the Idaho State Library 
received $57,688, giving the State 
Library a total budget of $95,188. 
With this money a bookmobile has 
been purchased and was delivered 
soon after my arrival. After an in- 
itial period of outfitting, the book- 
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mobile was ready for its exhibit 
tour. It has been brought to the 
Idaho State Library Convention for 
reviewing and you may inspect it at 
your leisure. 


In handling the federal aid funds, 
it was necessary to arrive at a pro- 
gram of utilization of these funds, 
not only to strengthen the State 
Library; but to assist in the 
strengthening and formation of 
other library units in the State. 
Project number one, under federal 
aid, was the strengthening of the 
State Library Agency; the ways in 
which it has been planned to 
strengthen the State Library Agen- 
cy have been indicated in the above 
statement of mission for the library. 
This meant not only additions to 
the staff, but the addition of much 
physical equipment to bring the li- 
brary’s facilities up to standard re- 
quired to carry on its enlarged mis- 
sion. Such physical items as a sta- 
tion wagon for transportation of 
books and personnel, the purchase 
of films and projectors, additional 
desks, chairs, library furniture, etc. 


One of the principal stocks of the 
library, of course, is its books. We 
are spending approximately $35,000 
this year to augment the book col- 
lection. The increase in book stock 
has been revealed in increased cir- 
culation. In January, our circula- 
tion was 3,100, in February 5,100 and 
in March 7,300. 


Federal aid, as you well know, is 
primarily intended to promote rural 
library service. In that instance, 
Idaho is unique in that federal aid 
funds may be applied almost with- 
out restrictions except to the nine 
major cities in the State whose pop- 
ulation exceeds 10,000. It was my 
belief and that of the State Library 


Board that federal aid, other than 
for strengthening the State Library, 
should be utilized to encourage the 
formation of larger units of library 
service. The Idaho Library District 
Enabling Act of 1955 was uniquely 
designed to accomplish the forma- 
tion of larger units of service. Dur- 
ing 1958, the State Library Board 
has entered into contracts with 
three existing District Libraries and 
has provided federal matching funds 
at the rate of $1 federal for each 
$1 acquired through taxation in the 
Library Districts. These three dis- 
tricts are the Boundary County 
Free Library District, Council Valley 
Free Library and the Grace Free 
Public Library. Approximately 
$10,500 of federal monies will be 
utilized this year in those match- 
ings. These library districts, in turn, 
have augmented their service by op- 
ening their libraries many addition- 
al hours, have augmented their 
staff, purchased additional physical 
equipment, additional books par- 
ticularly in the adult nonfiction 
area, and in one instance, have 
moved to a new library building. 
In extending library service 
throughout the State, the Board has 
seen fit to create the Idaho State 
Library Planning Committee con- 
sisting of the members of the State 
Library Board, representatives of 
the Idaho State Library Association, 
representatives of some 17 affiliat- 
ed civic and professional organiza- 
tions and clubs and a County Advis- 
or in each of the forty-four coun- 
ties of the State. 

In January, a Conference was 
held in Boise to which all members 
of the Idaho State Library Planning 
Committee were invited to partici- 
pate. This two-day conference dealt 
pretty largely with the enlarged 
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mission of the State Library and in 
discussion of the work of the Coun- 
ty Advisor in each county. A Coun- 
ty Advisor serves in two primary 


capacities: (1) to advise the State 
Library of library needs and poten- 
tialities in his or her county, and 
(2) to form a County Friends of 
the Library Group to promote li- 
brary service in existing libraries 
and to plan for further extension 
of library service in his or her 
County. The conference was suc- 
cessful in that thirty-four of the 
forty-four counties were represent- 
ed by the County Advisor or alter- 
nate, and all affiliated organizations 
were represented. The two-day ses- 
sion was attended by approximately 
100 people each day. As a result of 
this Conference, we have solidified 
the goals for the County Advisor 
and her Friends of the Library 
Group, and have stimulated consid- 
erable activity in the solution of 
county-wide library problems. 


Immediately following the Con- 
ference it was decided to initiate a 
publication at the State Library 
which would be an organ of com- 
munication to not only the County 
Advisors and other members of the 
Idaho State Library Planning Com- 
mittee, but would be useful in in- 
forming everyone interested in the 
state Library and in current library 
developments. It was felt that it 
necessarily must be a monthly pub- 
lication so that the news could be 
kept current. Since January we 
have published four monthly issues 
of LIBRARY GEMS and it is being 
sent to a mailing list of over 700 in- 
cluding Idaho’s Congressional Dele- 
gation, to every member of the Ida- 
ho State Legislature, to every li- 
brary trustee in the State, every 
librarian and to every member of 
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the Idaho State Planning Commit- 
tee. The response to LIBRARY 
GEMS has been most gratifying. 


By far the largest activity in 
terms of time and effort has been 
devoted to work with and visit to 
the various counties in the State, 
to study and to advise with respect 
to library developments. Initially it 
has been largely a concentration 
upon those counties where there was 
the greatest amount of interest evi- 
denced and in which the County 
Advisor and the County Friends of 
the Library Group were most active. 
Today we have visited approximate- 
ly half of the counties of the State 
and have worked most closely with 
approximately fourteen of the coun- 
ties where there is the greatest 
activity in preparation for forma- 
tion of library districts. As of 
this date, two county - wide li- 
brary districts have been voted, 
those of Oneida and Latah counties. 
In two other counties our efforts 
have met with failure. However, in 
one of these counties, Lewis, they 
are planning to ask for another 
election for the formation of a dis- 
trict around Kamiah. Petitions are 
being circulated in Ada, Washing- 
ton, Madison, Bonneville and Nez 
Perce counties. In Canyon county, 
the petitions have been completed 
and an election will be held some 
time during the month of May. 
There are other counties in which 
it is anticipated petitions will be 
circulated and the elections held 
prior to July 1 of this year. In car- 
rying forward this extension work 
it has been necessary to prepare a 
number of guides and leaflets for 
the information of those working 
for library districts. Mrs. Titus has 
been responsible for the preparation 
of most of these publications, as well 
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as a revised edition of IDAHO LI- 
BRARY LAWS. 


PLANS: 


In planning for future develop- 
ment of librarianship in Idaho, it 
has been necessary to make plans of 
short range and long range nature. 
The long range plans, of course, are 
made up of elements and results of 
the short range plans. There are 
two essentials to any plan. First, it 
must be basic to the library needs 
of Idaho, and secondly, it must be a 
plan which will grow and develop 
in the soil and climate of Idaho. 
These two basic essentials have been 
our guides in planning thus far. 


In a State where public library 
development is in its initial stages 
and where there is need for greater 
development of library service, we 
feel that the development of any 
library, club, small community or 
district library is to be encouraged. 
Idaho is going through the initial 
developing stages which have been 
experienced in all other states. The 
initial pattern is that a women’s 
club initiates a library which is 
ultimately taken over by the com- 
munity and supported through tax- 
ation. Libraries are infectious and 
you will generally find the greatest 
library development where people 
have experienced some form of ade- 
quate library service. Someone has 
recently said that they had hoped 
that Idaho could skip a few of these 
elementary steps in library devel- 
opment. Federal aid, through en- 
couragement of the formation of 
library districts, will assist mater- 
ially; but the fundamental desire 
must exist for library service be- 
fore an interest can be generated to 
form a club, municipal or district 
library. 


Future planning with respect to 
federal aid calls for assisting those 
new district libraries formed during 
1958. The State Library Board will 
enter into contract with these new 
districts and, subject to Congres- 
sional appropriations, will provide 
$1 federal for each $1 district mon- 
ey received frm taxes. There are ap- 
proximately $89,000 available for the 
next three years as matching fed- 
eral money for library districts. 


Future planning for the period 
January 1960—July 1961, when the 
present federal library aid legisla- 
tion expires, calls for demonstra- 
tion of regional library service. It is 
believed it will be possible at that 
time to demonstrate in at least two 
regions of the State, through loose 
federation or cooperation of exist- 
ing library districts, true regional 
library service. The remaining fed- 
eral aid money, therefore, will be 
used in regional demonstrations 
during this period. 


Our future plans call for increas- 
ingly close working relationship 
with the Idaho State Library Asso- 
ciation and its Executive Board to 
make certain that Idaho librarian- 
ship moves forward in coordinated 
strides. We particularly want to 
work closely with the Association 
in the revision of the current li- 
brary statutes to bring them up to 
date and to reflect some progressive 
changes. I shall be in touch with 
your Legislative Chairman with re- 
spect to some changes which we 
feel would be desirable in the Li- 
brary District Enabling Act. 


We are most anxious that the 
State Library program be responsive 
to the needs of the individual li- 
braries and to the library profes- 
sion as a whole. Any plan evoived at 
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the State Library, of course, must 
consider the need and requirements 
of every existing library in the 
State. 


The State Library is taking over 
the function of annual compilation 
of Idaho library statistics. This has 
previously been a function of the 
Library Planning Committee of your 
Association. Subject to the will of 
the Association also, the State Li- 
brary will assume the responsibil- 
ity on July 1, for publication of 
the IDAHO LIBRARIAN. Ample 
space will be provided to the Asso- 
ciation for publication of Associa- 
tion news and feature articles. The 
present title, voluming, pagination 
and size of the publication will re- 
main unaltered. The State Library 
feels that it is rendering a distinct 
service to the Association and to the 
library profession in assuming the 
responsibility for this outstanding 
library periodical. We do not wish 
to see the lapse of this publication. 


The State Library is planning to 
enlarge individual assistance and 
advice to small public libraries on 
book selection, cataloging, weeding 
book collections and similar oper- 
ational problems. We plan and fully 
expect to provide full service to in- 
dividual libraries requiring our tech- 
nica] assistance and guidance. Our 
book collection is being oriented 
to supplement the book resources 
of public libraries in Idaho. We will 
welcome requests for our assistance 
in any problems you may face. 

In visiting the smaller public li- 
braries in Idaho we have found that 
most of them are troubled by the 
same sort of operational problems. 
This usually reflects lack of money 


and inadequate staff. There are 
other technical problems as well: 
how to select and purchase books, 
what magazines to retain and for 
how long, weeding of the book col- 
lection to eliminate the books no 
longer useful, and how to catalog 
a small collection. We are planning 
to hold at least three two-day work- 
shops in Idaho later this year, and 
to present some of the answers to 
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some of these basic problems. Li- 
brarians of the smaller public li- 
braries will be invited to attend 
these workshops and to participate. 
These workshops will be designed 
specifically to meet your particular 
needs in such problems, as I have 
indicated. 


We, at the State Library, are most 
anxious that the library profession 
generally recruit young people to 
fill our ranks. With an increasing 
number of libraries being establish- 
ed there is an even greater need for 
additional trained librarians in Ida- 
ho. It is urgently recommended that 
you encourage your student assist- 
ants to consider librarianship as a 
profession. We are interested equal- 
ly in retaining within Idaho those 
librarians we presently have. Wher- 
ever possible encourage those now 
working in the profession to remain 
in this State. I am extremely anx- 
ious that we retain and multiply 
those now engaged in the library 
profession here in Idaho. 


If, in this discussion, I have in- 
dicated that the execution and the 
planning which I have described, is 
solely within the province of the 
State Library Board, the State Li- 
brary and the State Librarian, I 
should like to change that impres- 
sion now. The State Library Board 
and your State Librarian will be 
most responsive to any suggestions 
which any of you individually or 
which the Association will recom- 
mend. We are most anxious to move 
forward with you on the high road 
of Idaho librarianship. An old Chi- 
nese proverb states that “All of the 
blooms of tomorrow’s flowers are in 
today’s seeds.” We firmly believe 
that the proper development of Ida- 
ho librarianship lies in our full 
cooperation today to move forward 
together. 


I would like to close with a quote 
from Charles Hushaw: “God give 
us the serenity to accept the things 
we cannot change; the courage to 
change the things we should and 
can; and the wisdom to know the 
difference.” 

IL 


Room for Improvement 


By Dorortny Bevis 


We are going to do a great deal 
of thinking during this Conference 
about in-service training — this 
morning's talk, a panel this after- 
noon—and very much the theme as 
we emphasize “Progress and Plans.” 
The term “in-service training” is a 
* good one but like all other phrases 
after we use it for awhile its mean- 
ing becomes familiar—just like the 
dull word “classics” (which some- 
times hides the beauty of Milton 
or Shakespeare, the excitement of 
Robinson Crusoe), or like the pic- 
ture we see every day upon the wall 
until we have seen it so often that 
its lovely color and form no longer 
mean anything to us. 


“In-service training” which I like 
to think about simply as “room for 
improvement” — and comfortingly 
enough no matter how well we have 
done a thing or how poorly, there is 
always room for improvement! 


This Idaho Library Association 
meeting is “in-service training” for 
me. I am renewing old friendships, 
meeting new people, becoming ac- 
quainted with libraries that I have 
not known, hearing about some of 


Address given by Miss Dorothy 
L. Bevis, Associate Professor, School 
of Librarianship, University of Wash- 
ington, before the Idaho State Li- 
brary Association convention at Sun 
Valley, May 9-10, 1958. 


Miss Dorothy Bevis is widely known 
in library educationel circles. She 
came to the Pacific Northwest from 
California where she had wide ex- 
perience in book selling and in public 
librarianship. 
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your problems and the ways you 
have found best for solving them— 
and I will carry not only freshened 
enthusiasm but new facets of 
knowledge back to my students, So 
I am very grateful to you for invit- 
ing me here. 


For a long time we may all have 
done “in-service training” without 
dignifying it by the name. I re- 
member when I first was graduated 
from college and worked for a fas- 
cinating rare book shop in Southern 
California. One year its kindly own- 
er instituted a series of staff meet- 
ings. These were special staff meet- 
ings which took place half an hour 
before the store opened. One morn- 
ing a week, for 16 mornings—be- 
cause there were 16 people on the 
staff—and each of us—even the 
shipping boy—was responsible for 
one of the weekly programs. These 
were learning programs—learning 
about some phase of rare books. One 
of us talked one week about cop- 
perplate engravings and the great 
volumes filled with them — Hou- 
braken portraits, Piranesi’s Rome, 
the Boydell Shakespeare. One of us 
talked about fine bindings, the kind 
of leathers used from early days to 
the present, styles of bindings char- 
acteristic of different countries and 
different times, something about 
such great binders as Derome of 
France, Roger Payne of England, 
and De Sauty in America. Another 
talked about the first editions of 
Dickens and Thackeray and how 
their first books had appeared’ in 
installments bound in paper wrap- 
pers—and why they are so scarce, 
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today. Each one of us learned im- 
measurably from the careful study 
that we ourselves made—but also 
each one of us learned immeasur- 
ably from hearing our fellows. This 
was knowledge and stimulation. I 
doubt if Mr. Dawson knew the term 
“in-service training”’—or had heard 
about “group discussion” or the fact 
that a learning situation is only 
good when there is participation on 
the part of everyone; but every 
single one of those factors was pres- 
ent in our early morning meetings 
and we were taking part in a very 
intelligent plan of in-service train- 
ing. I still use some of the notes I 
took in my “History of the Book” 
course! 


This was, in its way, formal in- 
service training. But there was in- 
formal training too. When I first 
worked in the Book Shop, Mr. Daw- 
son himself instructed me in many 
procedures. He would bring a lovely 
book from an English shipment 
which was being unpacked—for me 
to see—and he would tell me about 
it, turn its pages and show me its 
handmade paper, tell me about the 
printer and where he had his press 
and for what it was famous, show 
me the tiny almost invisible bind- 
er’s signature. Forever I was inter- 
ested in anything printed by that 
printer or bound by that binder 
and I was EAGER to learn every- 
thing I could about those books and 
their production—about what made 
them rare or beautiful or different 
from their fellows or why they were 


collector’s items. I could hardly wait 
to learn everything I could possibly 
learn—so that I watched and lis- 
tened and read books and tried to 
grow just as fast as I could grow— 
in order to enjoy and in order to 
justify faith. It was a privilege to 
be so taught. 
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And that is what in-service train- 
ing should be to each one of us—a 
privilege—a terribly exciting thing 
to have the opportunity to LEARN 
and then to be able to do something 
with the learning. And so I think we 
ought to put that kind of warmth 
and life into the term “in-service 
training.” 


Let us examine the width and the 
breadth and the length of in-service 
training then and see what it is 
and what it does. I think it can be 
said to do two basic things: And 
we are talking about staff now— 


1. Well carried out, it unifies 
the staff—it gives one a feeling 
of belonging—of being a part— 
an important part—of the li- 
brary. 

It adds knowledge, specific, 
practical knowledge — and it 
should be provocative and stim- 
ulating so that the individual 
will not be satisfied to let the 
learning process stop there but 
will carry it right on. 


And there are two kinds of in- 
service training as we have already 
indicated: 


1. Informal. 


2. Formal. 


It would be hard to say which is 
the more important, but if I had 
to choose perhaps I would say that 
it is the informal because it goes on 
all the time. Each one of us gives it. 
Each one of us receives it. It can 
be conscious or unconscious. Each 
time we give an instruction, we are 
doing in-service training. Each time 
we suggest a better way of doing 
something, we are training. Any 
time that we may show displeasure 
with a method or a staff member’s 
way of carrying on some operation, 
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we are doing in-service training. 
Or the staff member’s question of 
some policy—even the raised eye- 
brow or the tone of voice—as well 
as the direct sentence. And here is 
where personality enters and the 
understanding of people — warmth 
and kindliness and receptivity and 
flexibility; the ability to see a point 
of view besides one’s own; the belief 
that a person will always try to do 


.his best; that appreciation and 


praise are vitally important—more 
often than criticism; and that re- 
sponsibility and the authority to 
carry it out should be given almost 
before the person himself realizes 
that he is ready for it. That there 
must be fairness and stability; and 
that loyalty is essential but that it 
must go two ways—from the staff 
member to his leader—and from the 
leader to his staff member. If there 
is no reason for both ways then 
there can be no loyalty, and with- 
out reason for loyalty there can be 
no staff rapport—and without staff 
rapport there will be no effective 
in-service training, either formal 
or informal. And, I might add, there 
will not be an effective library. 


One of the writers on in-service 
training has said that “periodic per- 
sonality check-ups are as important 
as periodic bodily check-ups” and 
that basic habit systems such as 
“courtesy, sympathy, ingenuity, ap- 
preciation, and _ self orientation” 
should be examined from time to 
time and the librarian’s relation- 
ship to his own personality and his 
relationship to other people, staff 
and community, should be explored. 
It should be seen whether or not 
he is nurturing professional inter- 
ests and attitudes and continuing 
to mature and grow. You know 
sometimes it is true that people 


who have been very good librarians 
are not very good librarians any 
more—but they are the only ones 
who do not realize that they are 
no longer pleasant people and good 
librarians. So perhaps we had bet- 
ter do a little in-service training on 
this! The writer of the article did 
not say just how it is to be done. 


Formal in-service training is of 
many kinds and the sort of thing 
that is done is keyed, of course, to 
the group that it is intended to 
train. We train school library as- 
sistants. We train local branch li- 
brarians. We train clerical help for 
all libraries. And we train profes- 
sional librarians. And sometimes we 
train professional librarians just to 
train the others! On the clerical 
level and on the level of the new 
person coming in without library 
courses or experience—we must give, 
of course, as much as is needed of 
the necessary skills and techniques, 
the work of the library which they 
will be expected to perform—and 
some idea of the over-all so that 
they will know where they fit and 
why their particular work is im- 
portant. This second part is as vital 
as the first part because if they 
know why they are doing their job 
and why it is important to the 
whole work of the library, they will 
have a respect for the dignity of 
what they do and there is a dignity 
to the mending of books, the slip- 
ping of cards, the taking of regis- 
trations, the keeping of records, the 
simple approach to policies—it is all 
a part of the reason why libraries 
exist — the making of books and 
ideas available! 


There are almost as many pat- 
terns for in-service training pro- 
grams as there are for the making , 
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of regional or cooperative libraries. 
To name a few: orientation; branch 
librarians of a county or regional 
library; institutes and workshops; 
training the trainers. 


GOOD in-service training is not 
inexpensive. Workshops and _ insti- 
tutes properly set up and properly 
staffed take thought and prepara- 
tion and time and money. They 
can be done effectively as you are 
doing them in Idaho — by State 
Library Agency sponsorship and co- 
operation by libraries banding to- 
gether. The staff of Library Schools 
or teachers of library science in the 
college should be on call. The state 
Library Associations can be a part 
of this cooperation. A small library 
cannot effectively put on a large 
program alone for it doesn’t have 
enough variety of staff experience 
or enough variety of its own pro- 
gram to do more than the routines. 


This is the day when we need 
the “heart of the matter” as well as 
the “how-to-do-it” and, strong, ef- 
fective in-service training should 
give both with plenty of the heart 
as well as the head! 

IL 


Rewards for Service 

(Continued from page 7) 
efforts to establish libraries. They 
are real heroes. The acquaintance 
of these fine people has been one of 
the rewards of these efforts. 


I believe though that the greatest 
thrill that has come to me from 
this work is the benefit that has ac- 
crued to the children. I love to sit 
in the library and watch the chil- 
dren come and go and observe their 
interest and enthusiasm over the 
books and records they check out. 
To think that I have had a small 
part in making these facilities 
available to these youngsters, brings 
me a great thrill. It has been worth 
while. Yes, the sun shines just as 


18 


bright on the sun-down side of life, 
if you only make it so, Doing some- 
thing for someone else helps. 

IL 


Hail and Farewell! 
Dear Fellow Members: 

It is with a great deal of pleasure 
that I turn over the editorship of 
the IDAHO LIBRARIAN, effective 
with this issue, to Eugene Hart. 
You all know that he is our capable 
State Librarian, and has filled this 
position very well since September 
1. You may not know that Gene has 
just recently received his Ph.D. de- 
gree in the field of public adminis- 
tration from the American Univer- 
sity at Washington, D. C., and that 
he is probably the only State Li- 
brarian in the country who holds 
such a degree.* 


Idaho is indeed fortunate to have 
a man with the varied and success- 
ful background that is Mr. Hart’s. 
In case you happened to have miss- 
ed it, let me refer you to page 28 of 
the July, 1957 issue of this maga- 
zine for a complete write-up of the 
pre-Idaho story of our State Li- 
brarian and new editor of the IDA- 
HO LIBRARIAN. 


M. OBOoLER 
Ex-editor, Idaho Librarian 


*There are others.—Ed. 
* * 


Idaho Librarian Desired 

The new editor of the IDAHO 
LIBRARIAN would like to obtain 
copies of the following issues of the 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN which are 
needed to complete our files. If any- 
one has these issues we will be 
pleased to pay the postage on them: 


Volume 2 ........ All Issues 
Volume 66 ........ No. 4 
Volume 7 ........ Nos. 1 and 2 
Volume 8 ........ No. 1 


IDAHO STATE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


NEWS and FEATURES 
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President's Letter 


By Artuur L. DEVoLDER 


Over a year ago it was my good 
fortune to speak with many mem- 
bers of the Association in Lewiston, 
Idaho Falls and Twin Falls during 
our district meetings. At that time 
your zeal for good librarianship and 
state-wide service was apparent. 
The desire you had for improving 
the library situation in Idaho at 
that time is as staunch as ever, as 
can be evidenced by the several new 
libraries; new districts organized 
and more income made available 
for library service. 


With the excellent progress made 
by the State Library in its guidance 
and aid program sparked by the 
Federal Library Services Act ap- 
propriations and larger State Li- 
brary allocation coupled with the 
enthusiasm of the _ Association’s 


Mr. Arthur L. DeVolder is the Li- 
brarian of the Twin Falls Public 
Library. He came to Idaho after sev- 
eral years in responsible library posi- 


tions in the Pacific Northwest. 


membership it will be possible to 
continue the growth pattern estab- 
lished and to strive even more for 
adequate library services through- 
out the state, especially in the rural 
areas. 


At the yearly meeting held at 
Sun Valley the ardent attention of 
those attending the convention was 
gratifying. The expressed hope of 
all present was that continued sup- 
port will be forthcoming for the 
Federal Library Services Act appro- 
priations and that all the citizens 
of the state will ask their local sen- 
ators and representatives to con- 
tinue the financial support neces- 
sary for operation of the State Li- 
brary in its program with a suffi- 
cient income to carry through its 
objectives. 


The Association is fortunate that 
the State Library has agreed to 
continue the publication of the 


IDAHO LIBRARIAN in its present 
format for the general information 


of the membership and the libraries’ 
boards of trustees. 


The Association is grateful to all 
advertisers including Universal Mi- 
crofilming, Caxton Printers, Hertz- 
berg Bindery and Languille Bind- 
ery for donating the balance of their 
advertising funds to the Associa- 
tion’s treasury. 


Your president is pleased to re- 
port that according to the registra- 
tion committee 99 persons registered 
for the Sun Valley convention, 61 of 
them for the two-day stay and 38 
for one day. Considering that some 
persons may have neglected to reg- 
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ister it may be assumed that includ- 
ing the exhibitors and authors that 
nearly 110 persons were in attend- 
ance. Of the total attendance regis- 
tered 58 persons were Idaho State 
Library Association members and 11 
new members were acquired during 
the convention. 


Total membership in the associa- 
tion is now 172 of which 30 are in- 
stitutional memberships. Among the 
“membership we have 46 school li- 
brarians, 49 public librarians, 23 col- 
lege librarians, 2 special and 22 
trustees and friends. 


Members of the various commit- 
tees and speakers who aided in 
making the Sun Valley convention 
a success have my heartfelt grati- 
tude. Mrs. Fern Prior, past presi- 
dent, should be awarded due credit 
for her excellent choice of speakers 
for the occasion and for preliminary 
planning. We did miss her pleasant 
smile and her witticisms; but we 
are gratified that her health is 
much improved. 


The next few months will be 
busy ones for all of us with nation- 
al and regional library meetings, 
vacation and budgets; but do keep 
in mind that the state legislature 
will meet again in January and that 
all members should be alerted to 
support needed legislation and ap- 
propriations for library service. Any 
ideas you may have for improve- 
ment of library laws and library 
service will be appreciated. Do write 
to your officers and let them know 
your wishes and ideas for “progress 
and planning for Idaho libraries.” 


Sincerely yours, 


ArtHuR L. DeVo.per, President 
Idaho State Library Association 
IL 


Minutes of Executive Board 

The Executive Board of the Idaho 
State Library Association met on 
Friday, May 9, 1958, in the Chal- 
lenger Inn at 8:30 p.m. 


The meeting was called to order 
by Mr. Arthur L. DeVolder, incom- 
ing president. Others present were: 


Mr. Eli Oboler 

Mr. Lee Zimmerman 
Mr. Eugene D. Hart 
Miss Marion Bingham 
Miss Alice McClain 
Miss Lois Hansen 
Miss Ruth McBirney 
Mrs. Blanche Kurtz 


The reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting was dispensed 
with. The first item of business was 
a discussion of the transfer of the 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN from the As- 
sociation to the State Library. It 
was unanimously agreed that the 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN’ would be 
transferred to the State Library ef- 
fective with the July, 1958 issue 
and that no current financial obli- 
gations would be incurred in the 
transfer. It was agreed that the 
name, voluming, paging and format 
of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN would 
be retained, and that either party 
may terminate the agreement on a 
year’s notice. It was indicated that — 
the constitutional requirement for 
membership lists would be met by 
their inclusion in the April issue 
and issued as supplements. 


Miss Marion Bingham reported 
on the need for ways and means for 
implementing recommendation for 
the PNLA survey. PNLA had re- 
quested each state association to 
activate a Library Development 
Committee which would be integrat- 
ed as a part of the PNLA Library 


4 


Development Committee to imple- 
ment the survey recommendations. 
Miss Bingham was chosen as chair- 
man of this Committee. Other mem- 
bers are Mr. Theron Atkinson, Mrs. 
Maxine Slagowski and Miss Mar- 
jorie Pomeroy. 


It was moved by Miss Ruth Mc- 
Birney that the Association pay the 
expenses of Convention Chairman 
Arthur L. DeVolder not covered by 
the Twin Falls Library Board. This 
motion was accepted unanimously. 
It was unanimously agreed also 
that the following expenses of Con- 
vention participants be paid: 


Miss Dorothy Bevis, all convention 
expenses. 


Mrs. Rose Arkley, $20.00. 


Dr. Ace Chatburn, $10.00 unless as- 
sumed by Boise Junior College. 


Mr. Glenn Balch, $10.00. 


Each author guest, $4.00 banquet 
dinner ticket. 


Corsages for each honored guest, 
$2.50 each. 


The Association budget for 1958-59 
was discussed. It was decided that 
an informal budget would be drawn 
up and presented to the October 
1958 Executive Board meeting. 


Locations for the 1959 district 
meetings were then discussed. It 
was decided that the district meet- 
ings would be held at 


Moscow— 
Mr. Lee Zimmerman, Chairman 


Boise— 
Miss Marion Bingham, Chairman 


Idaho Falls— 
Mrs. Dorothy Hickey, Chairman 


A telegram from ALA President 
Lucile Morsch was read: 

“Greetings to the Idaho Library 
Association from the American 
Library Association, I send you 


the best wishes of the officers and 
staff of the ALA for your meet- 
ing in Sun Valley and for your 
activities throughout the year.” 


Committee assignments were dis- 
cussed. The following Committees 
were announced: 


Membership— 
Miss Lois Hansen, Chairman 


Legislative— 
Mrs. Dorothy Bosselman, Chm. 


Library Development— 
Miss Marion Bingham, Chairman 


Publications— 
Mr. Eugene D. Hart, Chairman 


Public Relations— 
Mrs. Olive Bess, Chairman 


Nominating— 
Miss Ruth McBirney, Chairman 


Microfilming— 
Mr. Charles Webbert, Chairman 


Special Constitutional Revision 
Committee— 
Miss Martha Guenther, Chairman 


Committee of Library Education— 
Miss Martha Guenther, Chairman 
The Executive Board meeting ad- 

journed at 10:15 p.m. 

IL 


Many Thanks! 

With the change of sponsorship, 
the IDAHO LIBRARIAN no longer 
carries advertising. We wish to ex- 
press our appreciation to those ad- 
vertisers who supported the IDAHO 
LIBRARIAN with their paid adver- 
tising. Some advertisers who had 
paid for 1958 advertising in advance 
donated the unused portion of the 
advertising cost to the Idaho State 
Library Association. These were the 
Universal Microfilming, Caxton 
Printers, Hertzberg Bindery and 
Languille 


‘ 


Progress and Planning 


Report of 1.S.L.A. Meeting 
May 9-10, 1958 


The 1958 biennial conference of 
the Idaho State Library Associa- 
tion was held at Sun Valley, Idaho. 
Mr. Arthur L. DeVolder, incoming 
president and acting president in 
the absence of Mrs. Fern Prior, and 
his Conference Committee planned 
and accomplished a most successful 
and entertaining convention. 


First General Session 


On May 9, at 9:30 a.m., the first 
general meeting of the Idaho State 
Library Association met in the Holi- 
day Hut. The session was called to 
order by acting president Arthur L. 
DeVolder. Greetings to the I.S.L.A. 
members were extended by Mr. Bill 
Lipscomb, Principal of the Hailey 
High School. His pleasant and ap- 
propriate introduction set the key- 
note of harmony that pervaded the 
entire conference. 


After announcements, Mr. De- 
Volder introduced Mr. Eugene D. 
Hart, State Librarian. Mr. Hart gave 
an address “Progress and Plans” 
(see page 8) detailing a summary 
of the progress and the plans en- 
visioned for the Idahc State Li- 
brary. 

Miss Dorothy Bevis, Associate 
Professor, School of Librarianship, 
University of Washington, was then 
introduced. She gave a most in- 
formative and thought-provoking 
talk on in-service training, “Room 
for Improvement,” which is reprint- 
ed on page 15. 


At the close of Miss Bevis’ ad- 
dress, Mr. Gary Purcell, of the 
State Library staff, projected a 


movie showing what joy and fun 
reading can be. The movie was bas- 
ed on Bernard DeVoto’s edition of 
the Journals of Lewis and Clark, 
entitled “I’ve been there in a book.” 


The first general session was then 
adjourned for a 12:30 luncheon in 
the Ram Room. The luncheon was 
highlighted by an inspirational talk 
on the pleasures of reading by Miss 
Dorothy Bevis. Her talk was en- 
titled “Books to live by” and dis- 
cussed approximately a dozen books 
which Miss Bevis has found 
thought-provoking and stimulating 
over the years. These are books 
which, she states, anyone will find 
pleasure in reading and re-reading. 
The luncheon meeting adjourned at 
2:00 p.m. Sectional meetings were 
held in the afternoon between 2:30 
and 4:00 p.m. 


SECTIONAL MEETINGS 
Trustees and Friends Section 


Approximately 25 people attended 
the first Trustees and Friends of 
the Library sectional meeting call- 
ed by Mrs. Glenn Balch for the 
purpose of organizing a Trustees 
Section of the Idaho State Library 
Association. There was_ general 
agreement that there was need for 
such a sectional group which would 
keep trustees informed on current 
library developments, and would 
focus upon making the library the 
center of community activity. It was 
voted to form a group and to elect 
officers for the coming year. The 
following officers were elected: 


President— 
Mr. Roy F. Miller, Pocatello 


Vice-President— 
Mrs. H. E. King, Burley 


Secretary-Treasurer— 
Mrs. Dale Buchanan, Idaho Falls 
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President Miller took over the 
meeting. It was agreed that the 
members would pay 50c annual sec- 
tional dues. Mrs. Glenn Balch was 
elected to act as IS.L.A. Trustees 
representative to the A.L.A. Trustees 
Workshop in San Francisco. Mr. 
L. H. Merriam of Grace was elect- 
ed as alternate. Mr. Floyd R. Barber 
of Pocatello and Mr. Merriam were 
appointed to draw up a constitu- 
tion and by-laws for the Trustees 
Section. 


Public Librarians Section 


The Public Librarians Section was 
opened by President Arthur L. De- 
Volder. He stated the purpose of 
the meeting was to discuss various 
administrative and program activi- 
ties of operating an effective li- 
brary, and to attempt to help solve 
some of the attendant problems. 
An informal panel, composed of 
Miss Dorothy Bevis, Mr. Eugene D. 
Hart and Mr. Arthur L. DeVolder, 
suggested some answers and solu- 
tions to some of the questions rais- 
ed, but open discussion was en- 
couraged by members of the audi- 
ence. : 


The first. subject undertaken was 
that of binding magazines, and how 
long back issues should be kept. 
Librarians of the larger public li- 
braries told of their policies. Some 
of the smaller public libraries also 
discussed their practices. It was 
generally felt that relatively few of 
the magazines should be bound, 
and that files of those indexed in 
the Readers’ Guide for approxi- 
mately ten years would be suffi- 
cient. 


The next question dealt with the 
demands made upon public libraries 
by high school students for mater- 
ials for school reports. It was gen- 
erally felt by the public librarians 
that the schools should have the 
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responsibility for having basic col- 
lections of supplementary books and 
periodicals which would take care 
of the large bulk of such school de- 
mands. The public library would be 
used as a supplementary source for 
materials not available in the school 


library. It was felt that a consider- 


able amount of cooperation should 
be encouraged between school ad- 
ministrators and the _ public li- 
braries. 


Another problem discussed was 
the overall problem of library sup- 
port. The problem of nonresident 
fees was introduced. Several librar- 
ies indicated they were charging 
no nonresident fee at the present 
time. Some indicated that they were 
contemplating charging such fees; 
while other libraries stated they 
were charging fees ranging from 
25c to $3 per year. It was generally 
conceded that this problem should 
be fully studied and that persons 
living outside established library 
jurisdiction should pay a fee equit- 
able with the city dweller. 


The next topic dealt with the 
number of books which should be 
charged out to each patron, Several 
librarians stated that they do not 
limit the number of books charged 
to adults, but do limit the children 
in some cases to four or less. 


Mr. John Borden, Librarian of the 
Pocatello Public Library, was elect- 
ed president of the Public Librar- 
ians Section for the coming year. 


School Librarians Section 

Mrs. Rose Arkley, a teacher and 
reading specialist, from Méercer’s 
Island, Wash., was the principal 


speaker. Her talk was entitled “De-. 


sire to Read.” She stated that the 
desire to read was the foremost 
concern of librarians and teachers. 
This is a common problem which 
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should be worked out together, each 
in his own area of instruction. The 
desire to read is a skill which must 
be taught. It is also the first skill 
in reading, for without it reading 
cannot take place, nor will learn- 
ing ever be realized with inde- 
pendence. 


She then stated some of the prob- 
lems which confront the teacher 
and the librarian. Some of them 
are: 

1. Education is an individual mat- 

ter. 


2. Intellectual training must take 
place where children question, 
evaluate, reach conclusions and 
read critically. 


3. We must keep our sights on the 
important goals of reading and 
not let the real values of read- 
ing get lost in the shuffle of 
word recognition, techniques, 
shelving and overdue books. 


4. Reading must be seen as a de- 
velopment program. 


5. Teachers must develop educated 
hearts before minds can be edu- 
cated. 


6.Teachers must be readers—not 
only of books—but of children. 


7.New media of communication 
such as TV, radio, travel, are 
continually educating our chil- 
dren whether we like these 
media or not. We must incorpor- 
ate these media to further the 
learning and reading programs 


She then discussed the librarian’s 
role in promoting reading and in 
cooperating with the school reading 
program. She pointed out the neces- 
sity for individualized reading pro- 
grams in which the children seek 
and select their own books based 


on the child’s interest and not that 
of the teacher’s. It was envisioned 
that the children should read at 
their own rate. 


She stated some general con- 
clusions from teachers who have 
worked with independent reading 
programs: 


1.A library book does everything 
a textbook does, but does it 
better. 


2. Library books, whole _ books, 
original books, new books well 
illustrated with action stories 
based on sound principles of 
emotional development build 
strong minds—just as good food 
builds strong bodies. 


3. Lessening the use of textbooks 
has denied the child nothing; 
instead it has allowed room for 
materials which can enrich the 
reading program and build more 
effective readers. 


4.Schools that have used the In- 
dependent Reading Program 
have found that the reading 
needs of children were met more 
effectively, have better readers 
who have a desire to read, who 
go to books voluntarily and who 
have experienced the real mean- 
ing and the final goals of read- 
ing—finding personal satisfac- 
tion and real understandings 
in the printed word. 

An organizational meeting was 
then held. The Schol Librarians 
Section was activated at this con- 
ference with Mrs. Blanche Kurtz, 
librarian of the Glenns Ferry High 
School Library elected president of 
the Section for the forthcoming 
year, A 
College Librarians Section 

Meeting was called to order by 
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President Michael Slama of the 
University of Idaho Library. 


The first business of the meeting 
was the election of the new chair- 
man of the College Section. Miss 
Ruth McBirney was nominated and 
unanimously elected. 


The next order of business was 
a group discussion with Michael 
Slama serving as moderator. The 
discussion centered around the Ida- 
ho College and University resources 
and cooperation between college li- 
braries of the State. Mr. Slama 
pointed out that the Board of Re- 
gents’ authorization of the Ph.D. 
program at the University of Idaho 
will demand an accelerated program 
to build up the library’s collection 
in various fields. He stated the ac- 
celerated library program at the 
University of California Davis Cam- 
pus achieved an 81% _ increase 
in book collections over a five-year 
period. This indicates that an ex- 
pansion of a university or college 
program must be accompanied with 
an adequate budget increase. He 
stated that to meet this challenge 
successfully, college librarians have 
to find ways to “sell” their pro- 
grams to responsible people. Various 
methods were discussed. 


Mr. Oboler suggested that Idaho 
colleges make the maximum use of 
the materials available through co- 
operative efforts. The following 
cooperative projects, in addition to 
the existing ones, were discussed 
and adopted 


1.Compilation and exchange of 
“want lists” of periodicals, book 
documents, etc., by all colleges 
in the state. 


2.Compilation of periodical hold- 
ings in all college libraries in 
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Idaho. These lists should follow 
the University of Idaho listings 
appearing previously in June 
issue of Bookmark, 


.A committee consisting of Miss 
Ruth McBirney of Boise Junior 
College (chairman), Miss Lan- 
caster of Northwest Nazarene 
College and Marjorie Dick of 
the University of Idaho was ap- 
pointed to set up the criteria for 
the evaluation of the college li- 
brary collections. 


Following the sectional meetings, 
ending at 4:00 p.m., members of the 
Association attended an open house 
and tea at the Ketchum-Sun Valley 
Community Library Association. 
This was a delightful experience to 
see the excellent new library build- 
ing at Ketchum and to meet the 
Library Board, the Librarian, and 
the members of the community who 
were active in the promotion of this 
community library effort. 


Idaho Authors’ Dinner 

The evening was devoted to a 
dinner at the Trail Creek Cabin in 
honor of Idaho authors, invited to 
be the honored guests of the As- 
sociation. The dinner was attended 
by approximately 95 Association 
members and authors. Mr. Arthur 
L. DeVolder welcomed the honored 
guests and spoke appreciatively of 
the contributions to Idaho litera- 
ture which have been and are being 
made by our splendid Idaho authors. 
Mr. Glenn Balch, well-known Ida- 
ho author, was introduced as mas- 
ter of ceremonies. Mr. Balch has a 
sparkling sense of humor and is a 
most charming and able speaker. 
He expressed the gratification of 
Idaho authors to have been honor- 
ed by a dinner by the Idaho State 
Library Association. He then intro- 


duced all of the Idaho authors who 
were present and each made a few 
remarks telling of the kinds of lit- 
erary work he had published, Every 
facet of literary effort was repre- 
sented from children’s books, fiction, 
poetry, to serious historical publica- 
tions. 


Second General Session 

On May 10, at 9:30 a.m. the second 
General Session was called to or- 
der by Mr. DeVolder at the Holiday 
Hut. The report of the Library De- 
velopment Committee, presented in 
the April 1958 IDAHO LIBRARIAN 
was accepted. 


Miss Lois Hansen, treasurer, gave 
the financial report of IS.L.A. It 
was reported that this is perhaps 
the record-breaking convention with 
99 persons registered. 


It was announced that the 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN had been 
transferred to the State Library by 
action of the Executive Board. 


The Library Development Com- 
mittee has been reorganized so 
that it may work in close harmony 
with the P.N.L.A. Library Develop- 
ment Committee. Miss Marion Bing- 
ham is chairman, Mr. Theron At- 
kinson, Mrs. Maxine Slagowski and 
Miss Marjorie Pomeroy are the 
other members. 


District meetings for May 1959 
have been tentatively set for the 
following Idaho cities: 


Moscow, Mr. Lee Zimmerman, Ch. 

Boise, Miss Marion Bingham, Ch. 

Idaho Falls, Mrs. Dorothy Hickey, 
Chairman. 


Miss Martha Guenther, chairman 
of the Constitution Committee re- 
ported on the adoption of certain 
changes in the constitution. 
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Mr. DeVolder then turned the 
meeting over to a panel on library 
education in Idaho. Miss Guenther 
served as moderator. Other mem- 
bers of the panel were Miss Dorothy 


Bevis, Dr. Ace Chatburn of the 
Boise Junior College, and Mr. Alton 
B. Jones, State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. A dicussion fol- 
lowed relative to the aspects of li- 
brary education which are of im- 
mediate concern to Idaho Librar- 
ians, Miss Martha Guenther will 
present an article on library educa- 
tion in Idaho in the October 1958 
issue of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN, 
in which she will incorporate most 
of the material presented in this 
panel. 


Miss Alice McClain, Chairman of 
the Resolutions Committee, submit- 
ted several resolutions thanking and 
honoring those who had been so 
helpful in making the conference 
an outstanding success. Other reso- 
lutions adopted were: 

Whereas: Mrs. Fern Prior, our 
President, was unable to attend 
the Sun Valley Convention, due 
to her recent illness, 

Therefore: Be it resolved that 
this Association express to her its 
appreciation for her early plan- 
ning of the details of the Confer- 
ence and extend to her its sincere 
wishes for her early and complete 
recovery. 

Whereas: Idaho State Library 
Association is greatly concerned 
with library legislation; 


Therefore: Be it resolved that 
our congressional delegation be 
asked for their support of the full 
amount of the Library Services 
Act. 


Whereas: Need for library 
training in Idaho is keenly felt. 


Therefore: Be it resolved that a 
Committee of Library Education 
be activated to study the needs in 
Idaho. Miss Martha Guenther 
will head this Committee. 


Whereas: The American Library 
Association has indicated its in- 
tention of continuing National 
Library Week for a second year 
and 


Whereas: The existence and 
continued success of National 
Book Week is in jeopardy from 
the emphasis placed in National 
Library Week and 


Whereas: The effectiveness and 
merits of National Library Week 
are not yet clearly proven, 


Therefore: Be it resolved by the 
Idaho State Library Association, 
a chapter of A.L.A., that A.L.A. 
be memorialized to consider care- 
fully its future cooperation in the 
National Library Week, and es 
pecially to consider the items list- 
ed above. 


Upon adjournment of the final 


business session, the group retired 
to the Ram Room for luncheon. Mr. 
DeVolder presided at the luncheon. 
Mr. Hart, Miss Bevis and Mrs. Ark- 
ley presented a summary of the 
outstanding highlights of the con- 
ference. Miss Ruth McBirney acted 
as installing officer and installed 
the following Association officers 
for the forthcoming year. 


Mr. Arthur L. DeVolder.... President 
Mr. Lee Zimmerman, Vice-President 
Miss Lois Hansen .............. Treasurer 
Mrs. Blanche Kurtz .......... Secretary 
Mr. Eli Oboler ...... A.L.A. Councilor 
Miss Alice McClain, 

PNLA Representative 


Mrs. Fern Prior........ Past President 
(absent due to illness) 


Mr. Eugene D. Hart ...... Publications 


Mr. DeVolder expressed his ex- 
treme gratification to all exhibitors 
who had come to the conference and 
who had assured its financial suc- 
cess. 


The luncheon adjourned at 2:00 
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Join the Idaho 
State Library Association 


Write to: Lois Hansen, Treasurer 
Boise Junior College 
Boise, Idaho 


p.m. 
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about 


IDAHO LIBRARIES 
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A.L.A. News 


By Ext M. Osoter, ALA Councilor 


The news, announced at the last 
general session of the 77th annual 
conference of the American Library 
Association in San Francisco, that 
$6,000,000 had been approved as the 
budget for carrying out the Federal 
Library Services Act for 1958-59 was 
the highlight of the meeting. This 
means that the Idaho State Library 
will be able to expand, rather than 
contract, its present program, in- 
cluding direct money grants to rural 
library districts. 


Over 4,200 librarians and library 
trustees, including 12 from Idaho, 
attended this conference. The con- 
ference, held from July 13-19 was 
centered on two main themes: the 
international responsibility of ALA 
and the new-found responsibility 
of librarians in the present educa- 
tional crisis in this country. Among 
the pre-conference meetings was a 
trustees’ workshop with the theme, 
“US Focus on Education—A Chal- 
lenge to Libraries,” and an Institute 
on Catalog Code Revision, held at 
Stanford University earlier in the 
week. There were more than 250 in- 
dividual meetings, and a detailed 


report of even the twenty or so at- 
tended by your councilor would be 


almost impossible. 


During the meeting a preliminary 
report on national school library 
standards, to be announced in de- 
tail this winter, was made, and re- 
vealed that there are now more 
than 15,000 school librarians in the 
USA with less than fifteen hours of 
library science courses. The tenta- 
tive standards propose much high- 
er expenditures than have been 
thought conceivable in Idaho. 


The last lagging pangs of ALA 
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reorganization were resolved by var- 
ious constitutional changes, and the 
twelve divisions of ALA seem to be 
operating at full steam at last. Col- 
lege librarians will be interested to 
know that the tentative college li- 
brary standards met with fairly 
favorable response, and will prob- 
ably be put in final form by this 
winter. These standards are much 
less detailed and quantitative than 
the ones with which we have been 
working in the past. 


Much interest at this conference 
was focused on library education 
with some indication that there was 
a strong possibility that four-year, 
instead of five-year, library educa- 
tion was all that was needed in 
many of the professional positions. 

A generally favorable report on 
National Library Week was given, 
and your councilor read aloud to 
the entire meeting the resolution 
approved by ISLA at Sun Valley 
concerning the relationship of Na- 
tional Library Week and _ Book 
Week. The Chairman of the Steer- 
ing Committee, Theodore Waller, 
said in some detail and with great 
stress that he would guarantee that 
Book Week would be “complement- 
ed, strengthened, and supported” 
by National Library Week. 


A more detailed report of the ALA 
Conference, of course, will appear 
in the August issue of the ALA 
BULLETIN. All members should 
read this report, since this was a 
very important conference, and non- 
members may, of course, get the 


3ULLETIN by becoming members, 
which is strongly urged by the 
writer. 
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Idaho was well represented at 
the 77th Annual ALA Conference. 
The following persons were in at- 
tendance: 


Mrs. Glenn Balch and Mrs. Olive 
T. Bess, Idaho State Library 
Board. 


Eugene D. Hart, State Librarian. 


Ruth McBirney, Librarian, Boise 
Junior College. 


Eli Oboler, Librarian, Idaho State 
College. 


Mary Rita Lindberg of the Idaho 
State College Library. 


Edmond Gnoza and Ronald 
Glenns of the University of 
Idaho Library. 


Reva Nearhood, Veterans Admin- 
istration Library, Boise. 


Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. DeVolder, 
Twin Falls Public Library. 


Dorothy Harvey, Lewis-Clark Nor- 
mal School, Lewiston. 


IL 


COLLEGE LIBRARIES .. . 


BOISE JUNIOR COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 


Miss Ruth McBirney, Boise Junior 
College Librarian, recently reported 
that 1,838 books were added to the 
Boise Junior College Library dur- 
ing the past year. The Boise Junior 
College Library now has 20,554 vol- 
umes in its collection. 


RICKS COLLEGE LIBRARY 


Theron Atkinson, Librarian at 
Ricks College is attending the sum- 
mer session of the University of II- 
linois where he is initiating his pro- 
gram toward the securing of a Ph.D. 
in Library Science. He will return 
to Ricks this fall and tentatively 
plans to take two years’ leave dur- 
ing the academic years of 1959-60, 
1960-61 to complete his work. 


Don Hunter, Assistant Librarian 
is again working in the Technical 
Library of the Phillips Petroleum 


company at the National Reactor 
Testing Station as he did last sum- 
mer. He is temporarily filling the 
position of Readers’ Services librar- 
ian which has been vacant at the 
Technical Library for nearly a year 
and will return to Ricks College 
again in the fall. 


Mrs. Julina Hart, wife of Eldon 
Hart, a former president of the 
Idaho State Library Association, is 
taking care of the circulation duties 
at Ricks during the Summer Ses- 
sions. Mrs. Shirley Nelson, Clerical 
Assistant of the Ricks College Li- 
brary, is keeping the Library office 
functioning during the absence of 
the Librarian and Assistant Li- 
brarian. 


The summer session at Ricks has 
exceeded its former highest enroll- 
ment by over 15%. There are 235 
students registered at Ricks so far 
this summer. 


IDAHO STATE COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 


Four new members have been 
added to our staff since May 1. 
Miss Ethel Gantz, formerly Mun- 
cie, Indiana Head Cataloger, is 
now Order Librarian. Mr. George 
Hunter, formerly Oregon State Col- 
lege Documents Librarian, is now 
Science Librarian. Mr. Richard 
Waddle, formerly Marietta (Ohio) 
College Circulation and Reference 
Librarian, is now Documents Li- 
brarian. Mrs. Gwen Anderson, form- 
erly Pocatello Public Library Book- 
mobile Librarian, is now Assistant 
Circulation Librarian. 


During the summer Mr. Hunter 
and Mrs. Waddle are planning to- 
wards the orderly transition from 
the present library setup to the 
probable divisional organization be- 
ginning in 1959-60. Miss Gantz is 
working on plans for a Gifts and 
Exchanges Division, to work with 
plans for the beginnings of a pro- 
posed monographic series by the 
college. 


Miss Mary Rita Lindberg, Assist- 
ant Cataloger, will attend the In- 
stitute on Catalog Code Revision to 
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be held July 9-12 at Stanford Uni- 
versity. Both Miss Lindberg and the 
librarian will attend the ALA con- 
ference at San Francisco. 


IL 


COMMUNITIES... 


COMMUNITY LIBRARY, 
KETCHUM-SUN VALLEY 
August will again be the month 
for the annual fund drive for the 
Community Library at Ketchum. 
An all-out effort will be made to 
obtain sufficient funds to carry the 
program at its present high level. 
In conjunction with the drive a 
melodrama “Pure As the Driven 
Snow” will be presented as a joint 
enterprise of the Library Associa- 
tion and the Ketchum P.T.A. 


IDAHO FALLS PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Mrs. Dorothy Hickey, Librarian 
of the Idaho Falls Public Library, 
in her annual] report to the Library 
Board for the year ending April 30, 
1958, reported a 10% increase in 
circulation and over 2,500 new bor- 
rowers. Circulation per capita in the 
past year averaged 6.9 books as com- 
pared with 6.29 for the previous 
year. The summer reading program 
for children has drawn 418 juvenile 
readers. Among this number, ap- 
proximately 200 are new borrowers. 


MOSCOW PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Mrs. Werner Suttner, City Librar- 
ian, announced that 27,652 books 
were circulated during the first five 
months of 1958. Summer circulation 
has increased noticeably over 1957. 
Two Girl Scout troops rendered vol- 
unteer aid at the library during 
the last semester of the school year. 
Girls devoting their time received 
service pins from the Girl Scout 
organization. 


Officers for the Library Board for 
fiscal year 1958-59 were announced 
as follows: 


Mrs. C. R. Stillinger .......... President 
Mrs. Kyle Laughlin, Vice-President 
Mrs. J. Frederick Weltzin, Secretary 
. John H. Cushman, Treasurer 


Mr. Fred Handel will serve as the 
Board member representing the 
Moscow City Council. 


ST. ANTHONY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The St. Anthony Public Library 
has enlarged quarters on the top 
floor of of the new City Hall build- 
ing. The library now has a chil- 
dren’s room, a junior room and an 
adult book room, with a fourth room 
for reference and study. New light- 
ing has been installed. 


TWIN FALLS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Mr. Arthur L. DeVolder, librarian 
of the Twin Falls Public Library, 
in his annual report announced an 
increase of 15,803 in circulation 
over the previous year, representing 
a 17% increase over 1957. He stated 
that during the year 2,597 books 
were added to the library collec- 
tion. 


WEIPPE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Mrs. Retha Hoyt, Assistant Li- 
brarian, reports that there is con- 
siderable interest in the children’s 
book club and that circulation has 
held up well during the summer 
months. During June a total of 73 
adult books and 175 children’s books 
were circulated. 

iL 
COUNTIES ... 
BANNOCK 


Mr. Floyd R. Barber, Bannock 
County Advisor, reports that the 
election for the Portneuf Free Li- 
brary District will be held on July 
29, 1958. 


GOODING 

Gooding County Commissioners 
at their regular monthly meeting 
July 14 approved a petition from 
several Wendell area residents ask- 
ing for creation of a Wendell Free 
Library District and called for an 
election for taxpayers to approve 
or disapprove establishment of such 
a district. A proposed Wendell Free 
Library District will include all the 
area within Wendell rural fire dis- 
trict excepting the area within the 
Wendell city limits. The election 
will be held August 5. 


NEZ PERCE 
Mrs. C. W. Meckstroth, Nez Perce 
County Advisor, announced that the 
election for the Nez Perce Free Li- 
brary District will be held on Aug- 
ust 12 in connection with the State 
Primary Election. 
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